
next round as relationships are 

being built between the three 

most misunderstood neighbor-

hoods in Haiti.  

Cite Soleil—Martissant—

Belaire. These are the names of 

the three most marginalized 

urban neighborhoods in Haiti— 

its three biggest ghettos. All 

three of them have large num-

bers of unemployed youth, his-

tories of gang violence, and 

social stigma as burdens they 

carry. And, finally, these three 
sister cities are beginning to 

recognize those similarities and 

see if they can learn from each 

other. 

In February of 2014, Robi was 

part of a group of youth leaders 

from Cite Soleil, Martissant, and 

Belaire who decided to launch 

an initiative called “Touris 

Ghetto”. Historically, these 

areas have had nothing to do 

with each other, despite having 

such similar challenges. So the 

young people behind Touris 

Ghetto decided to change that 

by organizing visits that would 

serve as opportunities for dia-

logue about their common chal-

lenges and hopes for the future.  

Cite Soleil was the first host. A 

dozen young men and women 

from Martissant and Belaire 

took a talking tour of the infa-

mous Cite Soleil, comparing and 

contrasting what they saw to 

their own experiences. 

Next was Martissant— word of 

this initiative had spread and 
twice the amount of people 

came from Cite Soleil and 

Belaire to climb the hills of Mar-

tissant. This time, children from 

Cite Soleil came too. 

Cite Soleil decided to host 

again, this time organizing a 

three-day sleep-over at SA-

KALA, a community center. 

Frantz Francois, a staff member 

at SAKALA, did most of the 

organizing. It was three days of 

walking, discussions on leader-

ship and employment, and plant-

ing trees.  

Belaire is looking to host the 

‘Touris Ghetto’ - bringing ghettos together 

Marathon for Peace in Cite Soleil 

Six months ago, Cite Soleil was 

rocked by turf wars between 

gangs, reigniting old divisions 

that prevented people from 

crossing the highway that di-

vides Cite Soleil in 2. 

That fight ended in December, 

so in January, Robi and his col-

leagues at SAKALA decided to 

celebrate this newfound free-
dom of movement by hosting 

monthly “marathons for peace”.  

Each time, dozens of men, 

women, and children from 

across Cite Soleil get dressed in 

sports gear and run through 

every neighborhood in Cite 

Soleil, something that was im-

possible six months ago. The 

sobering philosophy behind the 

movement is: “We may not be 

able to make the peace, but we 
can strengthen it and celebrate 

it when it comes”. 

June, 2014  

Where is Robi - 9 months 

after graduation? 

Louino ‘Robi’ Robillard 

graduated from the 

Future Generations 
Graduate School’s inau-

gural class on Applied 

Community Change 

and Peacebuilding in 
October of 2013, earn-

ing his MA.  Robi is 

from Cite Soleil, the 

largest ghetto in Haiti, 
and has spent the past 

decade trying to build 

peace in his community. 

And across Haiti 
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Robi will be launching an initia-

tive to recognize ordinary citi-

zens in Cite Soleil who are 

doing extraordinary things to 

build peace in their communi-

ties.  

With all of the negative atten-

tion that Cite Soleil receives 

because of its history of gang 

violence, the positive work of 
local community groups and 

leaders is often ignored or 

overlooked. To counter this 

under-appreciation of local 

heroes, Robillard will award 

four residents of Cite Soleil 

with a peace prize in June.  

The award will be given on 

June 25th, the anniversary of 

the founding of Konbit Soley 

Leve, a popular social move-

ment that aims to build peace 

in Cite Soleil. Awardees will be 

given plaques of honor and 

include Alashkar Milien (Soley 

Leve), Frantz Francois 
(SAKALA), Stephen Italien (on 

behalf of the neighborhood La 

Difference), and Sadrack Joseph 

(ID-Haiti). 

He hopes it will not only en-

courage these four individuals 

to stay motivated, but inspire 

others to follow their lead, and 

demonstrate that the people of 

Cite Soleil want - and are will-

ing to work for - peace.  

so temporary wooden shacks 

were built as classrooms in the 

schoolyard. This reduced even 

further the number of students 

who had the chance to get an 

education there. 

Four years had gone by until 

the Miyamoto Foundation, the 

foundation of an earthquake 

reconstruction firm, saw that it 
could save the Lycee by retro-

fitting it with the latest anti-

seismic construction tech-

niques. After a concentrated 

Access to affordable education 

is a challenge in Haiti, and espe-

cially in Cite Soleil. The munici-

pality’s only state-run secon-

dary school, the Lycee Nation-

ale de Cite Soleil, was never 

able to meet the demand of 

young people who couldn’t 

afford the fees of private school 

and yet wanted an education. 
Then the earthquake of January 

2010 hit Haiti—the Lycee was 

severely damaged. Teachers 

and students were too afraid to 

be physically inside the school, 

fundraising effort, the rehabili-

tation began in April of 2014. 

Robi, having graduated from 

the Lycee himself, offered his 

help to Miyamoto to coordi-

nate community outreach. He 

has been advising the Miyamoto 

team about how rehabilitate 

the school while creating space 

for community participation. 

Construction is scheduled to 

end before the start of the 

2015 school year.   

Recognizing community leaders with a “Peace Prize” 

Post-earthquake reconstruction of the Lycee de Cite Soleil 

Helping to foster dialogue in communities affected by violence 

broader Haitian society. This is 

a rare event in modern-day 

Haiti, which suffers from seri-

ous class divisions.  

For months, Lakou Lape had 

been asking Robi to sit on their 

Board of Directors. After ob-

serving their work in the field, 

Robi accepted in the position in 

April of 2014.  His experience 
growing up in Cite Soleil, being 

a leader of a peace-building 

movement, and completing his 

Master’s Degree in Peace-

building have made him to be 

an important asset to this 

young and vibrant organization.  

Lakou Lape  (which roughly 

translates to “space of peace”) 

is a young organization that 

was founded to help build 

peace through fostering dia-

logue in Haiti’s most trauma-

tized and divided communities. 

Working in places like Martis-

sant, Belaire, and St Martin (see 

story on page 1), they believe 
in  facilitating dialogue among 

not only residents of communi-

ties affected by violence, but 

also members of the private 

sector, the government, and 

“We may not 

be able to 

create peace, 

but we can 

sustain it and 

celebrate it 

while it is here” 

-Maraton Pou 

Lape nan Cite 

Soleil 
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Frantz Francois, one 

of the leaders to be 

honored by the Peace 
Prize (above) & one of 

his colleagues (right) 

Reinforcement of the 

Lycee Nationale de 

Cite Soleil by the Mi-

yamoto Foundation. 



Websites to 

explore: 

 

Miyamoto 

www.miyamotorelief.org  

 

SAKALA 

paxchristiusa.org/

programs/sakala/  

 

 

Lakou Lape 

www.lakoulape.org 

 

Fondasyon Ginen 

fondasyonginen.wordpre

ss.com  

 

 

Pollination Project 
thepollinationproject.org 

 

Future Generations 

Graduate School 

www.future.edu 

 

 

 

tion Project, Robi founded Pak 

Nan Ginen (Ginen Park) Pak 

Nan Ginen is a community 

park, equipped with a tradi-

tional community meeting 

space called a choukoune, a 

While Robi was raised in Cite 

Soleil from the age of 5, he was 

born in the rural northern 

town of St Raphael. A few 

years ago, interested in con-

necting with his roots, Robi 

returned to St Raphael after 

more than two decades away, 

and had a vision of how he 

could serve his hometown.  

St Raphael, like most of rural 

Haiti, suffers from deforesta-

tion.  Robi felt that if he could 

create a demonstration forest, 

he could remind his friends and 

neighbors of the importance of 

trees, and of creating environ-

mentally and people-friendly 

spaces.  

So Robi bought land near his 

cousin’s house on the outskirts 

of St Raphael. With help from 

community volunteers, family 

and personal contributions, and 

a$1000 grant from the Pollina-

soccer field, a well, and even a 

public latrine. Community 

members have used the space 

for local drama club rehearsals, 

youth sports leagues, and com-

munity meetings. 

And of course there is the 

forest—Robi and his friends 

have so far planted over five 

dozen trees of every possible 
variety. But what is different 

about this forest is that it is 

also a living museum—every 

tree is named after someone.  

Each tree has a little laminated 

tag that describes, in English 

and in Creole, its namesake—

ranging from world peace icons 

(Nelson Mandela and Gandhi) 

to Haitian heroes (like Tous-

saint and Dessalines) to family 

members of local residents that 

have passed on. The park is 

now a living memorial of the 

past, in addition to being a 

model for the future.  

Planting a memorial forest in St Raphael... 

Young boy planting a tree at 

Pak Nan Ginen 

Cite Soleil has a bad reputa-

tion—years of gang violence 

has created an ugly stigma that 

says ‘all young men from Cite 

Soleil are nothing but gang-

sters’. This stigma has even 

been internalized—with all of 

the attention focused on the 

few young men who do carry 

guns, many young people in 
Cite Soleil feel they have no 

positive role models to look up 

to. No one pays attention to 

the well-behaved citizens 

(which are the majority) - they 

pay attention to the people 

making trouble. 
Sadrack Joseph and his young 

organization ID-Haiti went 

about to change that. Cite 

Soleil had a proud basketball 

tradition that was stopped 

during the worst of the gang 

years; Sadrack and his crew 

revitalized that by forming the 

Cite Soleil Basketball Team. 

They collected the best and 

brightest young players from 

neighborhoods across Cite 

Soleil—and even former resi-

dents who had left. Starting 

from nothing, they worked 

their way up to the Division-2 

Tournament through hard 

work, community contribu-

tions, and help from a few 

friends.  
Robi became the Vice-

President of the team and 

worked to make sure that the 

players were not demoralized 

by the taunting of rival fans—

people who accused them of 

carrying guns under their uni-

forms just because they were 

from Cite Soleil. They held 

their heads high, played the 

game of basketball, and got to 

the Division-2 championships. 

These players are now role-

models for hundreds of young 

Soleyans.  

The Cite Soleil Basketball Team 

One of  the players (above), 

the starting team (below) 


